
QUESTIONS? VISIT WWW.CHEMTOOLCLASSACTION.COM OR CALL 833-457-5350.

TO:	 All current Illinois citizens who were, on June 14, 2021, owners or tenants of property located 
in Illinois within a three-mile radius of the Chemtool Plant located at 1165 Prairie Hill Road in 
Rockton, Illinois. 

Specifically excluded are Chemtool, any entities in which Chemtool has a controlling interest, any of 
Chemtool’s officers, directors, or employees as of June 23, 2021, any of Chemtool’s legal representatives, 
heirs, successors, and assigns, anyone employed with Plaintiffs’ counsels’ firms, and any Judge to whom 
this case is assigned and his or her immediate family.
Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-803, you are notified as follows:

NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WINNEBAGO COUNTY

Chemtool Class Action Notice Administrator 
P.O. Box 2009
Chanhassen, MN 55317-2009

CHARLES K. GRASLEY, PAIGE HOOPS,	DIANE 
CONNELLY, and ERIC OSBERG, individually and 
on behalf of all others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,
v.

CHEMTOOL INCORPORATED,
Defendant,

v.

HOLIAN INSULATION COMPANY, INC.,
Third Party Defendant.

No. 21 L 162
The Honorable Stephen E. Balogh
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Case Description
The above-captioned class action lawsuit is pending in this Court. It was brought representatively on 
behalf of a class (the “Class”) consisting of all current Illinois citizens who were, on June 14, 2021, 
owners or tenants of property located in Illinois within a three-mile radius of the Chemtool Plant. 
In their First Amended Class Action Complaint in this case, plaintiffs Charles Grasley, Diane Connelly, 
Paige Hoops, and Eric Osberg allege that their properties and the other properties in the Class Area have 
been impacted by a plume of smoke and dust from a fire that destroyed the manufacturing facility operated 
by Chemtool Incorporated (“Chemtool”) on June 14, 2021. Chemtool filed a third-party complaint against 
Holian Insulation Company alleging that actions of Holian’s employee was the cause of the fire. In this 
case, plaintiffs are seeking to recover compensatory damages based on allegations of lost property values, 
loss of the reasonable use and enjoyment of their properties, and other property related damages. Plaintiffs 
are also seeking injunctive relief to remediate the alleged damage to properties in the Class Area. 
Chemtool has filed an Answer to Plaintiffs’ First Amended Class Action Complaint in which Chemtool 
denies allegations that it caused the fire and asserts numerous defenses including that Holian is responsible 
for causing the fire and that plaintiffs lack alleged damages. Holian has filed an Answer to Chemtool’s 
claims where it denies all allegations of wrongdoing made against it, and asserts numerous affirmative 
defenses relating to, among other things, Chemtool’s alleged failure to protect the Rockton plant from 
fires. The Court has not yet made any determinations about the merits of plaintiffs’ claims or any party’s 
defenses.

The Class Certification Decision
On October 10, 2022, the Court entered an order certifying this lawsuit as a class action pursuant to 735 
ILCS 5/2-801. The Court certified the Class defined above consisting of owners or tenants of property on 
June 14, 2021 within a three-mile radius of the Chemtool Plant, excluding Chemtool Incorporated, any 
entities in which Chemtool has a controlling interest, any of Chemtool’s officers, directors, or employees 
as of June 23, 2021, any of Chemtool’s legal representatives, heirs, successors, and assigns, anyone 
employed with Plaintiffs’ counsels’ firms, and any Judge to whom this case is assigned and his or her 
immediate family.
Charles Grasley, Diane Connelly, Paige Hoops, and Eric Osberg have been approved by the Court to serve 
as class representatives. The Court has approved the following attorneys to serve as attorneys for the Class 
(“Class Counsel”): 

Robert Foote
Kathleen Chavez
FOOTE, MIELKE, CHAVEZ & O’NEIL LLC
10 West State Street
Suite 200
Geneva, IL 60134

Robert S. Libman
Deanna N. Pihos
MINER, BARNHILL & GALLAND P.C.
325 N. LaSalle Street
Ste. 350
Chicago, IL 60654

Daniel R. Flynn
DiCELLO LEVITT, LLC
Ten North Dearborn Street
Sixth Floor
Chicago, IL 60602

Marc C. Gravino
WILLIAMS McCARTHY LLP
120 W. State Street
Rockford, IL 61105
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Edward J. Manzke
THE COLLINS LAW FIRM, P.C.
1770 Park Street
Ste. 200
Naperville, IL 60563

Steven Hart
HART McLAUGHLIN & ELDRIDGE LLC
22 W. Washington Street
Ste. 1600
Chicago, IL 60602

David Neiman
ROMANUCCI & BLANDIN, LLC
321 N. Clark Street
Ste. 900
Chicago, IL 60654	

The Court has determined that this case will proceed in two phases. In the first phase, the issues of 
liability and injunctive relief will be determined on behalf of all members of the Class. If the plaintiffs are 
successful in the first phase, then there would be a second phase where the issues of individual monetary 
damages and requests for injunctive relief would be determined for each Class Member.
It is important to remember that this case only seeks to determine claims for property damages and 
injunctive relief. Personal injury claims (i.e., bodily injury, sickness, or disease related to exposure to the 
alleged contamination) are not being determined in this case and any such claims will not impact your 
status as a Class Member and your legal rights and options outlined below. 
This Notice is given to you because you may be a member of the Class whose rights would be affected by 
this lawsuit. This Notice should not be understood as an expression of any opinion by the Court concerning 
the merits of this action. This notice is intended to advise you of the pendency of this class action lawsuit 
and your rights with respect thereto.

YOUR TWO OPTIONS:
(1) REMAIN IN THE CLASS OR (2) OPT OUT OF THE CLASS

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS LAWSUIT

REMAIN A PART OF THE CLASS
(REQUIRES NO ACTION BY YOU  
AT THIS TIME)

Stay in this lawsuit. Keep the right to recover 
money or other benefits in this case if any are 
awarded. Give up the right to sue separately.

ASK TO BE EXCLUDED  
FROM THE CLASS
(REQUIRES ACTION BY MAY 15, 2023)

Exclude yourself from the Class. Receive no 
benefits from this case if any are awarded. Keep 
the right to sue separately.

Your legal rights are affected whether you act or not. Read this notice carefully.

1.	 REMAINING IN THE CLASS
You have the right to remain in and be a part of the Class. If you meet the definition of the Class, you will 
be included in the Class unless you request to be excluded from the Class in the manner set forth below. If 
you remain a member of the Class you will be bound by any judgement, whether favorable or unfavorable, 
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entered in this case. If plaintiffs prevail in this case and there is a monetary recovery (either through a 
class-wide settlement or at the damages phase of the case), you may be entitled to share in that recovery, 
less any costs, expenses and attorneys’ fees that the Court may allow. If Chemtool prevails in this case and 
there is no monetary recovery, you will not be required to pay any court costs to Chemtool or Holian. If 
you wish to be included in the Class, you need not take any action at this time. 
If you remain in the Class, you will be represented by Class Counsel.

2.	 OPTING OUT OF THE CLASS
You have the right to opt out, or exclude yourself, from the Class. If you opt out of the Class, you will not 
be bound by the result in this case, whether favorable or unfavorable to the Class. However, if you opt out 
of the Class you will not share in any monetary or injunctive relief, or other recovery that may be achieved 
for the Class in this case. If you opt out of the Class, you would be free (at your own expense) to bring 
your own individual action concerning the issues being addressed in the class action case. If you wish to 
opt out of the Class you must send a first-class mail letter setting forth your name, present address 
and a statement that you wish to opt out of the Class, postmarked on or before May 15, 2023 to Class 
Counsel at the following address:

Chemtool Class Action Notice Administrator
P.O. Box 2009

Chanhassen, MN 55317-2009
If you do not send an opt out letter, or if your opt out letter is postmarked after May 15, 2023, you will 
automatically remain in and be included in the Class.

Further Information
Plaintiffs’ First Amended Class Action Complaint, Chemtool’s Answer and Third Party Complaint Against 
Holian Insulation Company, Holian’s Answer, the Court’s order certifying the class, and all other papers 
filed in this case are publicly available for inspection at the Office of the Clerk of Court, 400 West State 
Street, Rockford, Illinois, 61101, and are available for copying at your own expense.
If you have any questions about this Notice or about the case generally, information is also available at 
www.chemtoolclassaction.com, by calling 833-457-5350 toll free, by emailing info@chemtoolclassaction.
com, or by writing Chemtool Class Action Notice Administrator, P.O. Box 2009, Chanhassen, MN 55317-
2009.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL OR WRITE THE COURT OR THE CLERK OF THE COURT. THE 
COURT AND THE CLERK CANNOT ANSWER QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE LAWSUIT. 

Dated: March 3, 2023

BY ORDER OF THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
17TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT


