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America Turns 250, Celebrate this
Summer Across the Stateline

By John Groh, President/CEO, GoRockford

his summer, communities across the Stateline will § Beginning in June, residents and visitors can also

celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the ' participate in the new Small Museums Summer Pass,
Declaration of Independence with festivals, concerts, - which encourages families to visit local museums
fireworks, performances, and family-friendly events. - and historical attractions throughout the region.
The local America 250 effort is being guided by the : Information about participating museums and pass
Rockford Region 250 Committee, a community-led - details can be found at www.rockfordregion250.com.
group convened by Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara and  © Another featured attraction this summer is
Winnebago County Board Chairman Joe Chiarelli. The . "Freedom: A History of US,” a special America
committee includes leaders from tourism, education, © 250 exhibit hosted at Midway Village Museum in
arts, history, veterans’ organizations, local government, - Rockford. The exhibit explores the people, events,
and community groups working together to create a :and moments that shaped America’s story through
coordinated regional celebration that reflects the people  : interactive displays and educational programming.

and communities of the Stateline. Summer celebrations continue June 18-21 with

Mayor McNamara recently described the anniversary as - Old Settlers Days in Rockton, one of the Stateline’s
“a powerful moment for Rockford” and an opportunity to  : biggest annual festivals. Held at Settlers Park, the
“showcase the strength and spirit of our community,” while : four-day event features carnival rides, food vendors,
Chairman Chiarelli emphasized that the commemoration is : family activities, and live music performances from

about bringing people together through service projects, : nationally known artists, including Chris Janson,
festivals, educational programming, and community - Ashley McBryde, Lauren Alaina, and Josh Ross.
gatherings throughout Winnebago County. - Music and entertainment will also play a major role
Organizers hope the summer’s events will not only - in this summer's festivities. On Thursday, July 2,
celebrate American history, but also highlight the culture, : Rock Valley College’s Starlight Theatre will present
creativity, and hometown pride that define the Stateline ~ : the Tony Award-winning musical “1776" at the
region today. : Bengt Sjostrom Theatre

(please turn to page 2)
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on the RVC campus. The performance begins at
7:30 p.m. and tells the story of America’s founding
through music, humor, and history as the Continental
Congress debates independence.

As Independence Day approaches, patriotic
celebrations and fireworks displays will light up
communities across the Stateline. Rockford’s annual
Fourth of July celebration returns Friday, July 4, with
a downtown patriotic parade beginning at 5 p.m.,
live music and food vendors at City Market, and a
fireworks spectacular launching from the Jefferson
Street Bridge at approximately 9:30 p.m.

Additional fireworks celebrations are planned
throughout the region, including community
festivities in Cherry Valley, Durand, Winnebago, and
surrounding Stateline communities during the July
3-4 holiday weekend.

On Saturday, July 4, Midway Village Museum will also
host its Semiquincentennial: 250th Anniversary of
Independence celebration from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
featuring historical demonstrations, family activities,
and educational programming tied to America’s
founding.

BANKS KEEPS
EVERVTHING?

\
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- The summer celebrations conclude August 14-15 with
. the debut of RockYard Music Fest at Davis Park in

. downtown Rockford. The free two-day festival will feature

live music, food vendors, family activities, fireworks on
- Friday night, and a downtown drone show on Saturday
- evening as part of the region’s America 250 celebrations.

; Throughout the summer, residents and visitors can enjoy

. popular weekly community events across the Stateline,
- including Rockford City Market on Friday nights

. downtown, the North End City Market on Saturday

© mornings in Rockford, and the Rockton River Market

: on Wednesday evenings in downtown Rockton. These
. markets feature live music, local food vendors, artisan
- booths, family activities, and opportunities to support

local businesses. Additional farmers’ markets, concerts in

- the park, and seasonal community events also take place
- throughout the region all summer long.

© Whether it's fireworks over the Rock River, a hometown
- parade, a concert in the park, or a family outing to a

- museum or festival, there are countless ways to celebrate

- together this summer.

- For a full calendar of America 250 events happening
© throughout the region, visit rockfordregion250.com.
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Born in San Diego and now rooted in downtown Rockton, Craft
+ Foster is a female veteran-founded and family-owned candle
studio by Melissa and Chad Burgess. What began as a creative
outlet has grown into an internationally recognized brand known
for clean, layered fragrance blends, thoughtful design, and
quality craftsmanship.

Over the years, Craft + Foster products have been featured
through media, retail partnerships, collaborations, and gifting
experiences such as the Golden Globes, Better Homes & Gardens, GQ, Neiman Marcus, FabFitFun, and many
others. The company also creates custom fragrance collections for various brands, hospitality groups, and private
label clients around the world. Despite that growth, Craft + Foster has stayed true to the same hands-on, family-run
approach it was built on from the beginning.

The new Rockton flagship reflects that same spirit — relaxed, welcoming, and intentional. Part retail space and part
working studio, the shop offers guests a closer look into the creative process while providing a curated mix of home
fragrance, self-care, gifts, essentials, and lifestyle goods for all ages. The space was designed to feel warm, easy to

shop, and constantly evolving, with new products, seasonal collections, and unique finds throughout the year.

| Melissa and Chad, along with their four children — Zuri, lzzy, Ezra, and Cruz —
are thrilled to be a part of downtown Rockton and look forward to welcoming
“  both new and familiar faces into the shop. Visit them in person and follow along
on social media for exclusive releases, special events,
candle-making workshops, discounts, and more.
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At Bridge St Pizza & Chick-
en, we're more than just
pizza — we're a local fam-
ily-owned restaurant built
on fresh ingredients, bold
flavor, and strong commu-
nity support. Located in
Roscoe, lllinois, our goal has
always been simple: serve
high-quality comfort food people crave while creating a
local spot that feels welcoming, real, and full of flavor.

Our specialty is New York-style pizza — handcrafted pies
with a crispy crust, rich sauce, quality cheese, and fresh
toppings baked to perfection. From classic pepperoni

to customer favorites like our Bridge St Mac & Cheese
Pizza, BBQ Chicken Pizza, Chicken Bacon Ranch, and
specialty creations.

But we're more than pizza. Our menu features jumbo

woeemc NY STYLE PIZZA |
10WINGS = FRIESoR = TWO
ANYFLAVOR =~ COLESLAW DRINKS 1

ONLY $29.99  &p 8312 /:

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW ROSCOE BUSINESS

chicken tenders, loaded mac bowls, spaghetti & meat-
balls, crispy chicken sandwiches, smash burgers, meat-
ball sandwiches, and Philly steak sandwiches piled high
with fresh grilled peppers, onions, and melted cheese.

Our wings have quickly become a local favorite with a
large variety of flavors from the traditional Buffalo to

: our popular Gochujang Korean
& Pepper sauce. Whether you like
| sweet, spicy, smoky, or classic,
' there's a flavor for everyone.

Bridge St Pizza & Chicken focus-
. es heavily on carryout and con-
- venience. Customers can order
~ for carryout or delivery through
= DoorDash and Slice.

We're located in the same parking lot as Sophia’s Family
Restaurant. We're proud to be family-owned and truly
thankful for the amazing support from Roscoe, Rockton,
Machesney Park, Rockford, and surrounding communi-
ties. Every order helps support local, and we appreciate
every customer who chooses us.

815-520-6508 | 5441 Bridge St, Unit B, Roscoe, IL
(Same parking lot as Sophia’s Family Restaurant)

https://www.bridgestpizza.com/menu
Hours: Mon-Thur: 3-9PM Fri & Sat: 2-10PM Sun: 2-9PM

Bathroom Speclallst |

« Bathtub to Shower Convertion

e Curbless Shower/Door Widening
* Bathroom Panels
« Bathroom Reconfiguration

8] 5-904-9249 The bathroom of your dreams

Budget Friendly - Woman Owned - Insured

Get your Free Estimate

« Bathroom Ceramic Tile and Floor Heating
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SPOTLIGHT ON NON-PROFIT

Helping Future Homebuyers Become Mortgage-Ready

Submitted by NeighborWorks Blackhawk Region

or more than 47 years, NeighborWorks Blackhawk

Region has helped individuals and families across the
Stateline region build stronger futures through housing
education, counseling, and supportive services. As
today’s housing market becomes increasingly challenging
to navigate, access to trusted information and local
guidance is more important than ever.

For many individuals and families, homeownership can
feel out of reach. Rising housing costs, credit concerns,
down payment requirements, and conflicting information
online often leave potential buyers unsure where to start
— or whether owning a home is even possible.

That's where NeighborWorks Blackhawk Region can help.

NeighborWorks Blackhawk Region offers free HUD-cer-
tified homebuyer workshops and one-on-one support
designed to help individuals become mortgage-ready.
Through credit and budget coaching, down payment
assistance guidance, and personalized counseling, par-
ticipants gain practical tools, explore available resources,
and build confidence in the homebuying process.

Many people are surprised to learn they may be closer to
homeownership than they think. Working with a HUD-
certified housing counselor can help potential buyers
better understand their options and take meaningful
steps toward long-term financial stability.

Beyond homebuyer education, NeighborWorks
Blackhawk Region also provides financial coaching,
foreclosure prevention support, reverse mortgage
counseling, and assistance connecting individuals with
available housing resources. The organization also
operates Brittan House, a supportive housing program
serving single men experiencing homelessness.

Whether someone is preparing to purchase a first home
or simply exploring available resources, NeighborWorks
Blackhawk Region encourages community members

to reach out early and learn more about the services
available.

Learn more at: nwblackhawkregion.org
Contact: homebuying@nwbr.org | 608-313-7809

Summer is Coming!

Is your air conditioner ready? Call us today to
schedule your Spring preventative maintenance.
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LOMPLETE MECHANICAL SOLUTIONS

CALLUS TODAY!
815-222-3097

www.completemechsolutions.com

CommERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL + RESIDENTIAL « HEATING + AIR CONDITIONING
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BLACKHAWK REGION
NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR

THINK YOU CAN'T BUY AHOME? THINK AGAIN!

FREE HOMEBUYER EDUCATION CLASSES
WISCONSIN & ROCKFORD

For over 47 years, NeighborWorks Blackhawk Region
has helped individuals and families achieve successful
homeownership through trusted education, one-on-one
support, and community partnerships.

\ Our HUD-certified homebuyer education workshops provide
) the tools you need to move forward with confidence -
¥ from budgeting and credit to closing on your home.

UPCOMlNG BELOIT / JANESVILLE ROCKFORD

e June 13 e September 19 ® June 27 e September 12

2026 CLASS ES e July 18 e October 17 e July 11 e October 24

(June - November) e August 15 e November 14 e August 22 e November 21

START YOUR PATH TO
HOMEOWNERSHIP TODAY!

FREE CLASS 9:00AMm - 5:00pm

CHECK WEBSITE FOR CLASS LOCATION - VARIES

[/zi]: nwblackhawkregion.org
Copilat]: homebuying@nwbr.org 608.313.7809

Stan. Me We Help You Become MORTGAGE-READY!

QR QUICK WEB LINK
Down Payment / One-on-One
Ho

Assistance Guidance use Counseling

/ Credit and ‘/ Reverse / Foreclosure
Budget Coaching Mortgage Counseling ¥ Prevention Support

Helping to Strengthen and Build Healthy Neighborhoods. 520 W. GRAND AVENUE
Proudly Serving the Stateline Region Since 1979. BELOIT, WI 53511




A Coach’s Heart — Retirement
of Chief Matt Hollinger

by Monique Weaver

hen you talk with Chief Matt Hollinger about his

time as an officer, he describes his role as that
of a coach. This 31-year veteran has taken the time to
work within our community for its improvement.

Starting his career in 1995 as a full-time officer, Chief
Hollinger recognized that he could help his fellow
officers as a coach and often refers to them as his team.

Hollinger went on to become Chief of Police in 2022.
His career would continue to flourish and he notes that
the department has done a wonderful job of enforce-
ment, education, and building relationships. He further
used that coaching spirit and concludes that his officers
are exceptional at showing their personal side to the
community.

Among his key accomplishments
is his task of recruiting. Over the
past six years, nearly all the ser-
geants and first-line investigators
retired. He was able to promote
four existing officers to sergeant
and recruited others while keep-
ing a culture of support within
the department.

Chief Hollinger says he would

- absolutely be an officer all over
Chief Matt Hollinger  3gain. He also notes that his son
has become a police officer and takes pride in his ethic
for the community he serves.

You will likely find Chief Hollinger on a golf course or
doing home projects over the next few months. But
don’t count him out! The coach wants to come back to
support his team as needed. His final day will be June
10th, 2026.

hy would anyone

want to be on a
library board if they hate
the library and all it stands
for? That's the question
worth asking about the
Talcott Public Library’s
board, which has been both
aiding and abetting insults
and crude accusations
about the library’s staff
for several years. What's
happening in Talcott mirrors
what's happening on the
national level from a small
group of people who wish
that pubilic libraries, which
serve the whole range of
people within a community,
wouldn’t exist at all.

Library users and Rockton
community members may
not know the cruel things that folks attending monthly
board meetings are calling the staff members of your
library. The director has been accused of “grooming”
young people. Why? For providing access to LGBTQ+
books. Talcott's collection contains less than 1% of titles
that'd fall under the LGBTQ+ umbrella-this, despite the
openly LGBTQ+ population of the United States being
close to 10%.

The board has told the
director and staff they can’t
and won't do anything about
public comments that bully
and name-call staff. Public
records show that at least
one board member has been
party to coordinating these
accusations.

This is the antithesis of
what a library board does.
It's the antithesis of what

a library board should

do. These are unpaid but
crucial roles in the wheels of
democracy and yet, several
members of the Talcott
board would rather bend
these institutions to their
will, ignoring the needs of
the broader community who
entrusts them to do better.
Who elected them to serve
at the behest of the whole community, not just the part
that looks or sounds like them.

If you care about public libraries and if you care about
ensuring that your public library remains a place where
all people are welcome, where all people can find
themselves, and where all people can learn about

the beautifully diverse world around them, then it's
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Safe and affordable! And just in time for summer!!

(’ Phone: 779-771-6778
SN~ Ride Scheduling: 877-561-3330
5MT. E-Mail: info@smtd.biz

Stateline Mass Transit District

“We're Here To Get You There” Web: www.smtd.biz

important to know what's happening right here, in
your home town. Your library needs you to speak up
for it and to counter those accusations being lodged
against the people you grocery shop with, whose
kids attend the schools your kids attend, who attend
your church services, and who love their town. Your
fellow community members working at the library are
still showing up every day, doing their best to serve
Rockton, despite the targets on them and despite the
people who swore to support them choosing to shoot
the first arrows.

There are four library board seats up for election next
year. Consider whether or not you can run. Even if you
can't, consider showing up to a board meeting and/or
writing a letter in support of what Talcott Public Library
is: a place where anyone and everyone can and should
feel comfortable, seen, and supported.

Your community deserves better.

Bio of Author: Kelly Jensen is a Senior Editor at Book
Riot, the largest independent book website in North
America. Prior to her work at Book Riot, she was a
public librarian for children, teens, and adults in several
libraries in Northern lllinois and Southern Wisconsin.
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VILLAGE GREEN PARK  "WILL BE OPEN

115 E CHAPEL ST.

INFLATABLE
OBSTACLE COURSE

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF FUN, COMMUNITY,
4« AND CONNECTION!

> STRONGER :
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ROCK RIVER DOOR COMPANY

GARAGE DOOR SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

815:624.DOOR!(3667) 223
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WWW.ROCKRIVERDOOR.COM
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TUNE-UP SPECIAL!

29 Point Service Tune-Up
for Garage Door & Openers.

% Local Rockton Resident, Supporting ERELLL

Gougle
Hononegah Sports Over 16 Years!



r. Ehren Jarrett will

begin his tenure as
superintendent of the
Hononegah Community High
School District #207 on July
1, 2026. Jarrett will succeed
Superintendent Michael Dugan
who will retire on June 30,
2026.

Jarrett began his 25-year
career in public education at Hononegah Community
High School as a social studies teacher and assistant
basketball coach from 2001-2004. After serving as an
assistant principal at Rockford East High School, Jarrett
returned to Hononegah as the associate principal
from 2005-2007 and as the building principal from
2007-2011during which time Hononegah had improved
ACT scores and made significant gains in Advanced
Placement participation and success rates.

Dr. Ehren Jarrett

Dr. Jarrett returns to Hononegah after 13 years as the
Superintendent of Rockford Public Schools. During

ROCKTON

Hononegah Has A New Superintendent

his tenure in RPS, he oversaw nearly $700 million in
facility investments across the district. In addition, RPS
205 saw sustained gains in literacy (grades 3-8), and a
consistent increase in graduation rates.

In 2024, he received the Charles Bowser Leadership
Award for making RPS 205's High School Academies
a national model. Jarrett was named the Kishwaukee
region 2025 Superintendent of Distinction from the
lllinois Association of School Administrators. Jarrett
currently serves at the president of the Kishwaukee
region of the lllinois Association of Superintendents
and as past-president of the Large Unit District
Association. He holds a doctorate in Educational
Leadership from Northern lllinois University, where he
was named College of Education Alumni of the Year in
2014.

On his return to Hononegah Jarrett plans to
immediately start his 90-day onboarding plan which
will include significant listening sessions with students,
staff, and community members culminating with a
presentation of findings at the October Board meeting.

Schedule Your
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« CONCRETE LIFTING
 PATCHING & PAVING
TODAY! . sEALCOATING

CONCRETE
LIFTING

Not valid with other offers. Expires 08.31.2026.
ADVANCED PAVEMENT AND PROPERTY

SUNKEN ASPHALT
GARAGE ENTRANCE REPAIR

Not valid with other offers. Expire 08.31.2026.
ADVANCED PAVEMENT AND PROPERTY

COMMERCIAL
SEALCOATING

Not valid with other offers. Expires 08.31.2026.
ADVANCED PAVEMENT AND PROPERTY

RESIDENTIAL
SEALCOATING

Not valid with other offers. Expires 08.31.2026.
ADVANCED PAVEMENT AND PROPERTY

READY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED?

Call 815.243.5438 Today!
www.advancedsurfacing.info




FAMILY - MUSIC * FUN - FOOD - BEER - CARNIVAL - DRONE SHOW

g OCKT‘O@
0 DN E(L) JUNE 18-21, 2026
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M@UEBISETTLERS DAYS

N
Josh Ross
with special guest
Just Jayne

Chris Janson Ashley McBryde !
with special guest with special guest % AR with special guest l
Hunter Flynn Dalton Davis s %% | John Morgan

Purchase advance tickets and save. Hurry! Limited tickets available!

General Admission Passes: $6* in advance / $10 at the gate
General Admission FREE for Children 12 and under.
*Main stage admission requires a concert ticket for all ages.

For information or fo purchase tickets visit OldSettlersDays.com

e Y

u ES T QuestZ, inc. is focused
on being a leading manufacturer and
distributor of critical parts and
RETAIL SHIPPING CENTER materials required in the corrugated
Is available for all your box industry. Our commitment of
packing and shipping needs. _ _
“Bringing the Best to You”,

OUR CARRIERS INCLUDE reflects the level of quality & customer

UPS, FedEx & SpeeDee Y

9853 N Alpine Rd, Machesney Park, IL 61115
815-654-7447 + www.Quest7RSC.us www.Quest7.us

response in what we do every day.
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Our senior group meets for activities,
recreation, programs & social interaction.

We invite all seniors in the area to join us. Proudly printed locally by
B 0 I S | e Balsley Printing to highlight
1st & 3rd Tuesday Every Month 1 - 3pm U i

local businesses and events in
Rockton Township Community Center Print & Marketing Services our stateline community.
302 Main St, Rockton.

Want to reach over 17,000 households and be
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© 2026 Balsley Printing All rights reserved.

highlighted in the next Stateline Connection?
Diana LaForge 815.624.4448 S

) o Contact Nancylee before Aug. 7th, 2026 at
Sentr sctiy cnter - FOLLOW US ON @) @ Fifty North Illinois 815-624-7515 or nancylee@balsleyprinting.com

VOICES OF FREEDOM ROCKTON

(eOMGCIGd ﬁ’ lories /Awn &(I/I/ (eaﬂlﬂutw Rockton River Market — see add for info.

A project by the American Legion Post 332. Summerpalooza - A Rockton Gathering Event
WATCH FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE. : Jun 14, 2-7pm, Jul 11, 4-9pm, Aug 15, 4-9pm.
: Old Settlers Days — Jun 18-21, Settlers Park

IRONMAN - Jun 14, Approx. 8am-12pm

Rockton route: Blackhawk Blvd., west on Main St. along Race St. to
BAND SCHEDULE Union going west out of town. Parking at high school and side streets.

National Night Out — Aug 4, 5-7pm,
Village Green Park, see add for info.

Macktown Living History

. . Pet Parade — with North Suburban Library, Jun 9, 10am-2pm
Join us in Settlers Park Sense, Sensibility and Scones — Jun 14, 11am
Wednesdays throughout the summg : Indigenous Echoes — Jul 11, 12:30-3:30pm
from 5pm - § : www.macktownlivinghistory.org
EnJOyfantaSth live mUSiC, deliCIO .........................................................................
trucks, & fabulous craft : °V I'LLAGEO O
Music starts : ROSCOE

s . : Roscoe Cruise Nights — see add for info.
May 20th Piper Kei : Food Truck Fridays — 11am - 2:30pm,

May 27th* Tony Rocker Roscoe Public Works, 5402 Swanson Rd

Northpointe Triathlon and Fit N Fun Fair
Jun 13, 8am, 5605 E. Rockton Rd.

June 3rd The Stevee Nix I
June 10th The Sensations Harlem Roscoe Fire Annual Golf Play Day

Jul 3, see FB for more info.
National Night Out - Aug 4, 6-8pm, Main Street

June 24th* Hanks Neighbors
July 1st That Gurl

July 15th e SOUTH BELOIT

SouthBeloit.org
July 22nd Rollin’ Whiskey T Nature at the Confluence
July 29th* Some Friends of Mine : Little Sjmﬁzlitolgytime— 1J;m1 ;2, 10am
. . : and Wildlife Drawing 11:15am
AugUSt 5th Nauti Nauti : Summer Solstice Community
AUgUSt 12th Bootleg Soul Fire and Drum Circle — Jun 18, 6-8pm
AUgUSt 19th B'Ig Stuff We the Native People lecture - Jun 26, 6pm

. Bird Club — Jul 10, 7:30am $
August 26th Random AF Community Fire & Drum Circle - Jul 16, 6-8pm

: Turtle Creek Duck Race Fundraiser &
*NEW in 2026 — Support our local farmer’s : Fire and Drum Circle - Aug 13, 6-8pm

market the last Wednesday of each month! : National Night Out
: Aug 4, 5-7:30pm, American Legion




